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Evidence-based	practice?

“The	successes	of	the	evidence-based	healthcare	
movement	have	been	much	trumpeted…Strikingly,	
local	government	work	on	the	determinants	of	
health	appears	to	be	one	arena	in	which	this	
paradigm	was	largely	absent.”

Phillips,	G.,	Green,	J	2015	Working	for	the	public	health:	politics,	localism	and	
epistemologies	of	practice,	Sociology	of	Health	&	Illness,	37(4).



Some	insights	on	past	practice

“I	have	never	considered	research	as	a	method	of	
looking	at	a	particular	road	safety	issue.	Whilst	aware	
that	obviously	research	was	being	undertaken,	and	
from	time	to	time	hearing	about	it,	I	have	never	
given	it	much	credence	[or]	seriously	looked	at	it	as	
any	more	than	general	information’’

Hewson,	P.	2007	Evidence-based	practice	in	road	casualty	reduction,	
Injury	Prevention,	3;291-292



House	of	Commons		Transport	Committee

…We also recommend that the road safety strategy for beyond 2010 be 
explicitly set in the context of wider policy objectives. This should help to 
ensure that road safety is seen as relevant in other policy areas and that 
road safety policies do not have unintended consequences on other 
important objectives, such as improving public health by encouraging 
walking, cycling and play.

Ending	the	Scandal	of	Complacency:	Road	Safety	beyond	2010.	HoC 2008.	
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Mind	the	gap	between	rhetoric	of	evidence-
based	practice	and	the	reality

• A structured problem – less robust approaches often are accepted by 
‘clients’ 

• How do we deal with the issue of poor evidence working at policy and 
political levels?
̶ Where is the demand for more robust approaches? (the client –

Elected Members, Senior Officers)
̶ Can we help to create the demand with some of the other 

institutions (and advocacy groups?)
• A coordinating role for RSGB?
• Funding from the top – DfT/Treasury



Researchers	need	to	have	impact…	they	must	
connect	with	practitioners

o “What	is	the	point	of	universities	that	are	
just	castles	in	the	sky?		The	University	
people	must	have	contact	every	single	
week	with	their	City	Hall”

Wulf Daseking,	former	Director	of	City	Planning,	Freiburg,	2014



Where	do	you	look	for	research	evidence	and	without	a	paywall?



Yet	the	knowledge	stockpile	of	what	works	is	significant



www.tri-napier.org



www.tri-napier.org



Suggestions	from	AUS	research

• A	coordinated	research	plan	that	promotes	strong	evidence,	
establishes	priorities	equitably,	encourages	stakeholder	
collaboration	and	fosters	a	capable	research	workforce.

• Adequate	incentivisation for	broad	research	dissemination	within	
funding	contracts	(eg part	of	all	research	grants	having	to	be	used	
for	KTE	activities).

• A	specialised	national	road	safety	research	institute	that	leads	
research	production	and	Knowledge	Transfer	&	Exchange	activities

Hinchcliff et	al,	2016	The	enhanced	knowledge	translation	and	exchange	framework	
for	road	safety.	Injury	Prevention,	23:	114-117.





Potential	impacts	of	the	enhanced	KTE	framework	for	road	safety
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