
Who do we need and want to work with? 

• The national Community Speedwatch organisation aims to be 

governed by a national oversight board. This could consist of 

representatives from APPC, NPCC, Police ICT, members of 

relevant government and academic departments and 

institutions, and Road Safety organisations – including NGOs. 

 

• We are seeking to secure central funding for the 

organisation’s work to also extend the free use of the 

comprehensive bespoke software, already developed to 

micromanage the vast array of interlinked functions, to all 

participating police forces. 

 

• The annual expenses of running the organisation, when all 43 

police areas are included with up to 75,000 volunteers across 

10,000 groups, amounts to the equivalent of the average 

price of one fatal speeding collision measured from impact to 

closing of the inquest. 

 

• On an average day, five people are killed in UK traffic 

collisions; two of these as a direct result of speeding. We 

estimate that a nation-wide sustained network of Community 

Speedwatch schemes can save 90 lives every year. 

If you are interested to hear more about – or support the work we do 

to organise Community Speedwatch UK-wide, please contact us on: 

support@communityspeedwatch.co.uk 

or visit our website: 

www.communityspeedwatch.org 

or follow us on Twitter: 

@CommunitySpeedw 
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CSW Online UK is an organisational and technological solution to 

modernise Community Speedwatch.  

As a concept, Speedwatch has been in place for several years. It is a 

scheme where members of local communities come together with the 

support of the police to carry out non-enforcement speed checks in 

their local area. The aim is to educate drivers and slow down traffic. 

However, there is a perception of the volunteers and their motives that 

undermines the scheme’s integrity. Often, we hear that -  

• Speedwatch is just a bunch of OAPs with nothing better to do than 

poking their noses into busy people’s affairs.  

• These idling people should get a life. 

• The volunteers are vigilantes, wannabe police officers, police’s 

little helpers waging a war on motorists, and that it is policing on 

the cheap. 

• Or, Speedwatch is just a scheme to appease the aggressive and 

vocal minority always going on and on about speeding. 

Mostly, these are rumours and half-truths but there is seldom smoke 

without a fire, so what do the facts really tell us? 

• Speedwatch demographic generally is skewed towards retired 

white men - and occasionally women. 

• Speedwatch is inconsistently interpreted and managed by many 

UK police forces.  Consequently, in its current shape it is difficult 

to exclude the existence of volunteers with disingenuous motives. 

• Speedwatch is completely disjointed across the UK. 

• Speedwatch reports and intelligence are under-utilised and 

therefore the importance of their data contribution is vastly 

undervalued. 

• Also, some PCCs do consider Speedwatch a vote loser rather 

than a vote winner. 

  As a nation-wide organisation, we will develop and implement resources 

and mechanisms to guarantee that Speedwatch schemes everywhere - 

• work to the same standards, rules, methodologies and outcomes. 

• are consistently supervised and supported across the UK. 

• represent a friendly community approach involving all road users’ 

safety. 

• separate their proactive involvement with the education of drivers 

from that of active enforcement of traffic offences. 

• give all participating police forces access to the collated data from all 

groups across the UK. 

• issue educational letters promptly, consistently and that the content 

is uniformly adapted to suit the offence and the assumed driver 

profile. 

CSW Online UK aims to broaden the demographics of 

Community Speedwatch. 


